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RECOGNITIONRECOGNITION
CHARACTER EDUCATIONCHARACTER EDUCATION


Integrity
Responsibilit


y
Perseverence


Jaxson continues to work hard
and preserve in functional


fitness.  Has shown significant
improvement and a positive
attitude in the face of some


adversity. 


Jordan is an amazing
student who consistently


demonstrates all if not
the majority of the


character education
attributes.


Naomi is always quick to start
work, complete work, and


ensures all products are done
with good effort applied to it.


Not only that, but they are
willing to have their work


products used as exemplars to
help other students.


thankthankyou!you!


Thank you very much to our generous community members! Landmark Cruises made a donation in support of our field


getting a scoreboard and St. Paul’s United Church used some of their benevolence funds to help support our breakfast


program for students. We are lucky to live in a community full of people and organizations who are so kind.
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Sr. Girls Basketball


SPORTS @ gbdss


The Sr. Girls Basketball team had many
highlights this fall. This team of 11 dynamic


players consistently represented the school and
the sport with excellent character and talent.


The girls placed 2nd overall in the SCAA
championship with 6 wins and only 2 losses.


Throughout the season the girls worked hard
and played hard. Every player contributed with


enthusiasm both on the court and from the
sidelines.  


Special mention goes to our graduating
players… Islay Adamson is a leader on the court


and was recognized by the team for her
excellent Sportswomanship! Karys Littlejohn


made great progress this season and was
recognized by the team as the Most Improved


Player! Dorcina Knicely effectively blended
basketball and rugby skills on the court and


consistently gave her full effort! Coaches
Baumann and McGill are very proud of everyone


on the team and look forward to another fun
and rewarding season next year!  


Is your child looking to be more active? GBDSS is now running an open gym on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at Lunch. No need to sign up, just drop in and play.
Bring your friends or meet new ones! Options may include, but are not limited to,
badminton, volleyball, basketball, dodgeball, European Handball and other fun


games. See you at lunch time Bears!


JOIN US FOR OPEN GYM! NOW AVAILABLE
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAYS







Bear News
Oct  2023


Get Outdoors @ GBD
Are you in grade 12 and looking to end high school with a cool hands-


on experience? Good news, there’s still space in the outdoor education
class. Students can sign-up to take this class in two different levels,


open level and university/college level (this can be used as a university
prerequisite).  Some of the trips already planned are: 3 days at Camp


Kandalore in March, 3 day drive-in camping in May, 3 day Hike-in
camping in June, rock climbing and caving at Metcalfe’s rock in the


Blue Mountains, kayaking trip down the Beaver river, Nordic Skiing,
tobogganing and more! Have questions? Find Mr. Ashwood in the Phys


Ed department. Want to sign up? Head to guidance.


Welcome Mr. Gibson


We would like to extend a warm Bear Nation


Welcome to Mr. Gibson, our new Vice Principal


for students with surnames beginning with the


letters A-K. He is joining us from Stayner


Collegiate and brings with him a wealth of


knowledge and experience. If you see Mr. Gibson


in the halls make sure you say hi and show him


how great it is to be a bear!
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Congratulations to FOUR of our music students for
successfully auditioning for the Ontario Provincial


Honour Band. The Provincial Honour Band is an
auditioned group formed from students across the
province and is one of the most significant honours
for music students in the province. After a week of
intensive rehearsals, our students, along with 72
other musicians performed at the Ontario Music


Educators Association Conference in Niagara Falls.
Congrats to Bella Thor, Cole Rowen, Yeonji Oh, and
Alex Campbell on their exceptional performance.


GBDSS was one of the only rural schools in Ontario
to have musicians attend. 


Ontario Provincial
Honour Band


Little Caesars
Fundraiser


Thanks to everyone who contributed to
selling Little Caesar’s Pizza Orders as a part
of the GBDSS Music fundraiser. Our grand


total was $804. A huge thank you to parent
volunteer Darcy Campbell for her hard work


organizing this campaign!


On November 1st, the music department made a trip
to see the Toronto Symphony Orchestra at Roy


Thomson Hall. Students attended a concert
featuring a diverse selection of music that ranged
from Stravinsky to Beyonce to John Williams. After


the concert, students  enjoyed some lunch and some
shopping at the Eaton Centre.


Toronto Symphony
Orchestra
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Our Autumn Concert was an outstanding debut
for our grade nine musicians. Congrats to all of


our musicians for their exceptional
performances. We had over 100 performers


and a full audience. An outstanding start to the
year for GBDSS Music.


Autumn Concert -
November 16th


On Saturday, November 25th, a group of volunteer GBDSS musicians represented our school in the
Midland Santa Claus Parade. The GBDSS float received third place overall out of a total of sixty floats!


Special thanks to Manitoulin Resort for supporting our float!


Santa Claus Parade - November 25th


On Monday, November 27th the
GBDSS Symphonic Band had the


honour of working with guest
conductor Sharon Fitzsimmons, who
is chair of the concert band division


at Musicfest Canada. She worked
with our musicians to prepare for


our winter concert. 


Special Guest Conductor - Sharon Fitzsimmons - November 27th
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LUNCH ACTIVITIESLUNCH ACTIVITIESLUNCH ACTIVITIES
There is a lot going on here at GBDSS. Our school community has a vibrant selection of clubs and activities


available for students of all interests. Looking for something to do on your lunch break, but can’t remember


what happens when? Check out our new activities board outside the main office for a list of what’s


happening each day of the week.
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9.3 million hectares of land are lost to wildfires globally
each year. These landscapes have been notoriously difficult
to reforest in the past, with many sites deemed unsafe for


human access and unable to regenerate naturally. 


Flash Forest is a drone reforestation company using a data-
driven, biodiversity centric approach to rebuild healthy &
resilient forests at scale. By leveraging drone, AI, GIS, and


plant science tech, they bring new levels of accuracy,
precision and speed to the reforestation industry.


Our very own Bear artist, Leah Ireland was commissioned
by Flash Forward to create a HUGE mural for their


headquarters in Mississauga, Ontario. Here is what COO and
co-founder Cameron Jones had to say about her incredible


work of art.


"The towering size and level of detail on this Giant Red
Cedar creates the feeling our office is at the base of an old-


growth forest. It is an excellent reminder of why we got
into this business and a subconscious motivator for the
team. Couldn’t be happier with it - Cam Jones, COO & co-


founder”


Congratulations Leah! We are Bear Nation Proud!
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In October the semester 1 grade 9 geography classes adventured off to Toronto and visited Ripley's Aquarium
and the CN Tower.  Students learned about fresh and saltwater life, developed a better understanding of


human impacts on the environment, learned about different types of land use and tourism in Ontario, and
how important these locations are in shaping the way the province functions.  For those students taking


geography in second semester, there will be a second trip running in the month of May.  


Grade 9 Geography trip to TORONTO!
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During the month of November GBDSS classes had the
opportunity to explore the Indigenous Peoples Atlas


of Canada Giant Floor Map. Students in Mrs.
Robitaille’s NBE3C: Understanding Contemporary First
Nations, Métis, and Inuit Voices English class and Ms.


Hewitt's NAC20: FNMI History class spent a week
exploring the map and engaging in hands-on cross


curricular activities. 


Students in Mrs. Robitaille’s English class worked with
the map and resources to learn more about historical


treaties and land claims, the distribution of
Indigenous language families, the locations of


reserves and band councils and the former sites of
residential schools. Through small group inquiry,


students energetically engaged with the map content
to begin to form a better understanding of the impact
political boundaries have had on Indigenous Nations.
By having the opportunity to explore a map without
the political boundaries of provinces and territories,


this map instead supported students by helping them
to learn more about Indigenous territories and the
location of significant historic events in Indigenous


history.


After learning about the significance of the
Northwest Passage, students in Ms. Hewitt’s History
class had the opportunity to see the various routes


earlier explorers took. On International Inuit Day (Nov
6th) they explored name places and learned how


communities were once located in the Arctic. On Nov
8th (Indigenous Veterans Day) the class took a pause
from the floor map to take the period to learn about


FNMI heroes and recognize their contributions to
Canadian history. The class ended the week focusing


on the significance of treaties (Historical and
Modern). After reading the 'House Story' students


were visually able to see the many treaty lines on the
map and were able to connect their learning and
emotions to their new knowledge. Students then


came back to class and researched independently on a
treaty of their choice. At the end of Treaty week (Nov


5-11), students had submitted a graphic poster on
each of their treaties and the significance it played in


FNMI history. 


Indigenous Peoples Atlas of Canada Floor Map at GBDSS
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Should Students Under The Age Of 18 Have The Right To Determine Their Preferred Name And Pronouns?


I feel that students under the age of 18 should have the right to determine their preferred name and pronouns at school. I feel
that all students should feel happy and safe being themselves in the space they are so often in. If people can express how they


feel about themselves, they’d feel more comfortable in their environment. Students, like anybody else, deserve to be
themselves, it's a basic human right. 


 
 In my opinion, students should at least get the opportunity to share what they choose to go by. All students deserve to be


respected and this is the bare minimum, their identity. When this is allowed, it will make students feel heard and accepted by
others. Simply misgendering a student could crush a student's self-esteem which is very damaging to their mental health and
possibly their school performance. If students got the opportunity, it would be a huge weight lifted off their shoulders if they


weren't having to pretend to be something or someone they know just isn't them. If students choose not to share their
preferred name or pronouns that's okay however, I believe everyone deserves the opportunity to share who they are.


 My next thought is that something as simple as how a student chooses to identify is not problematic at all and has nothing to
do with anybody else besides the student. It is nobody's business and if they don't like it/have a problem, they should be the


ones with the consequences. It is not fair to hate on, bully, or judge people for being themselves. Everybody preaches
rights/equity until someone comes out. We all need to continue to promote inclusivity as it was never and still isn't


appropriate to treat others in this manner. If we keep doing everything the same there is no room for change to happen. 


 For these reasons, I believe that students under the age of 18 should have the right to determine their preferred names and
pronouns. It is important to respect students’ wishes with pronouns or preferred names to promote inclusivity and overall


make them more comfortable. Respecting identity is the least we can do to support all students.


By: Mackenzie Corscadden- Mrs. Robitaille’s Grade 10 English


Go With The Flow
At GBDSS we pride ourselves on having a student-led initiative named


"Go With the Flow." The mandate of this program is to promote
menstrual equity and provide our staff and students with access to free,


high-quality menstrual products. The students are currently
maintaining access to these products in 13 school washrooms! Products


are also available in guidance. The program has been incredibly
successful and is in its third year of running at our school. The students
use their free time to keep the washrooms stocked and they also seek


out support from staff.  Due to the high need and demand they are
currently seeking donations and community partners who can help


support the program.  We are especially in need of tampons. Any help
would be greatly appreciated. 


If this is something that you are interested in supporting please contact
teacher, Angie Marion, at amarion@scdsb.on.ca.
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MS. CARNEY’S BAKING BEARS
The baking class was busy at the end of November making holiday treats for our


Annual GBDSS Craft Fair. They prepped cupcake variety 6 packs, sugar cookies,
and gingerbread. We'll have gingerbread for sale in the cafe the first week of


December and lots of festive holiday treats in store for this month. Follow us on
Instagram to see what we're baking up @gbd.bakingbears 
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YOUTH WELLNESS HUBYOUTH WELLNESS HUB
NORTH SIMCOENORTH SIMCOE
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Inclement Weather and Bus Cancellations
All information regarding cancelled buses in Simcoe County is posted on the Simcoe County Student


Transportation Consortium (SCSTC)’s bus information website at www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca. Our


school is in the North zone. When buses are cancelled, schools remain open for student learning, unless


otherwise noted. School staff are expected to plan for such emergencies in order to transition students


who are unable to attend due to inclement weather, to their online platforms (Google Classroom and/or


SCDSBhub [Brightspace by D2L]) and continue with academic programming. It is always a family decision


whether or not it is safe for their child(ren) to leave for school under severe weather conditions.


The Consortium and bus operators try to make the decision to cancel school buses before 6 a.m. and make


every effort to post announcements before 7 a.m. Inclement weather cancellations are effective for the


whole day and buses cancelled in the morning will not run at the end of the day. You can follow the


Consortium on Twitter @SCSTC_SchoolBus for bus cancellations and other information. You can also


subscribe to receive bus delay notifications here: https://scstc.ca/Subscriptions/Login.aspx.


Mental health and well-being continues to be a key strategic priority within the SCDSB. We are pleased to continue our partnership with the


Centre for Family Initiatives at Pine River Institute (CFI@PRI) to provide several curated learning sessions focused on student mental health


and well-being to SCDSB families, staff and within the SCDSB’s broader school communities. There are eight webinars in the learning series


specifically planned for parents/guardians and other caregivers during this school year.


Jan. 11, 2024    Sleep hygiene    


Feb. 8, 2024         Self regulation for kids


 Feb. 22, 2024       Self regulation for teens


 March 28, 2024    Building parents' resiliency


 April 18, 2024       Vaping, weed, and alcohol 


We hope you save these dates in your calendar and join us for these learning opportunities. For more information and to register, please


visit the SCDSB website: https://bit.ly/3jGaC74.


Pine River Institute is a live-in treatment centre and outdoor leadership experience for youth aged 13 to 19 struggling with addictive


behaviours and often other mental health issues. Combining therapy with a fully-accredited education program, PRI reinforces the healthy


life skills required for a successful future. CFI@PRI extends PRI’s knowledge, experience and evidence-informed treatment approach to


families and care providers in the community to support youth mental wellness and prevent the need for more intensive interventions.


Learn more about PRI by visiting their website at www.pineriverinstitute.com.


Join us! A learning series for parents/guardians
with Pine River Institute
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The Simcoe County District School Board
(SCDSB) is excited to launch Community


Connects, a new bimonthly newsletter for the
SCDSB community. Our shared goal with this
new tool is to keep our community partners
and stakeholders informed while nurturing


relationships that are built on accountability,
trust, and transparency. 


To learn more and subscribe, visit the
Community Connects page on the SCDSB


website:
https://www.scdsb.on.ca/community/


community_connects. 


Games to support
your child’s math
learning @Home


Exploring the new SCDSB family math resources
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2024, 7 to 8 p.m.


 This session is for parents and caregivers. Join members of the SCDSB math team for a guided exploration of the new


SCDSB family math resources. Participants will have the opportunity to explore the resources that are available to


support their child’s math learning at home. The guided portion of the session will be 45 minutes in length. During the


final 15 minutes, the math team will be available to answer questions about the resources available.


Math @Home parent and caregiver series
It’s back! The SCDSB math team is pleased to offer three virtual sessions
for parents and caregivers of SCDSB students. These sessions will focus
on practical and fun ways to support children with their mathematics


learning and engagement at home. The first 200 registrants will receive
a Math @Home kit of resources to use at home. Participants must pre-


register for each of the sessions.


Thursday, April 4, 2024, 7 to 8 p.m.
This session is for parents, caregivers, and their


children. Playing games at home is a great way to
support child(ren)’s math development. In this


session, several games will be explored, and
participants will have the opportunity to try the


games with their children during the session. The
guided portion of the session will be 45 minutes in


length followed by 15 additional minutes for
further game play or to ask questions of our math


facilitators. Bring your child(ren) and your math kit
to this session! 


Participants must pre-register for the sessions they
wish to attend. Registered participants will receive
a kit of hands-on resources that will be sent to the
school indicated on the registration form. Use this


link to register: https://bit.ly/24MathAtHome.


Subscribe to
Community Connects!
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Parents’ Guide to Assessment,
Evaluation and Reporting


Learn to navigate the world of assessment, evaluation, and reporting with this new guide


for parents/guardians. Created to support parents/guardians understanding of assessment,


this guide was designed to effectively empower you to actively engage in your child's


educational journey. The guide has been posted to the Simcoe County District School Board’s


website and can be accessed via the following link: https://tinyurl.com/2urcm2tm.


At the end of each semester, all secondary schools will run feedback, recovery, and


improvement days for students. Culminating assessments such as portfolios, essays,


examinations, and interviews will take place during instructional days and will be


returned to students with feedback.  


The last day of regular instruction for students in semester one is Monday, Jan. 29, 2024.


The period from Tuesday, Jan. 30 to Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024 is reserved for students who


require an opportunity to receive feedback from an assessment, to rescue or recover a


credit, or to improve on an area of missed expectations. 


Feedback, recovery and improvement daysFeedback, recovery and improvement daysFeedback, recovery and improvement days   


Teachers and support staff will communicate with students


who will benefit most from attending this opportunity;


however, all students will be invited to attend. There will be


no new instruction these days. Feedback, recovery, and


improvement days are an opportunity for students to work


closely with their teacher if they require feedback, credit


recovery, or an opportunity to improve on an area of missed


expectations.  






